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Objective: To monitor antibiotic residues in pasteurized milk in West Azerbaijan province, North
West of Iran.
Methods: In this study, 848 pasteurized milk samples were collected from factories and tested
for the presence of antibiotic residues using the Copan test kit based on the manufacturer’s
instructions.
Results: Results indicated that 30.14% of samples were contaminated with a variety of antibiotics
based on the detection of associated residues and 3.19% of these samples were suspected. Given
the current rise of antimicrobial resistance among microbial pathogens, these findings amplify the
need to ensure continuous monitoring of pasteurized milk that intended for human consumption.
Conclusions: Continuous monitoring of pasteurized milk may improve human health but also
limit the development and transmission of antibiotic resistant strains in the environment.

Comments
The information presented in the study

indicates the relevance of antibiotic
contamination. The design of the study
was good and the method used for
investigation was appropriate, easy
to follow and was able to achieve the
intended goals.
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1. Introduction
A ntibiotics are antimicrobial substances which are
produced by microorganisms as secondary metabolites and
low concentration of these substances can destroy bacteria
or preventing their growth by affecting some metabolic or
structural elements that required for survival[1]. Unlike
primary metabolites, these are compounds that are not
essential for growth and reproduction and they are produced
by microorganisms due to variety of reasons[1]. Therefore,
antibiotics are commonly used for treatment, control of
infectious diseases and also stimulating growth in animal
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species[1]. Mastitis is an infection that affects cow in dairy
farms worldwide and poses a lot of financial burden to the
farmer. According to studies performed, approximately 40%
of cattle herds are affected by mastitis yearly. However, this
disease is commonly controlled using antibiotics[2].
In animals the application of antibiotics in less than
therapeutic concentrations (1-10 mg/kg of feed) for long
periods may cause an increase of animal growth rates[3].
I t is suggested that this results in an improvement in
the efficiency in which feed is digested and absorbed in
the digestive system. Consequently, animal weight may
increase and this may result in changes in the composition
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of microbial flora in the digestive system [3]. Therefore,
uncontrolled use of antibiotics for treatment and prevention,
do not only compromise the time needed for these drugs to
be excreted in faeces by the animal but may also facilitate
the progression of antibiotics to milk. The presence of
antibiotic residues in milk may result in allergies in
humans, and in the long run may facilitate the development
of resistant bacteria pathogens[4]. Moreover, the presence of
resistant strains usually poses severe health consequences
on humans and huge burden to medical profession[4].
Methods used in the detection of antibiotic residues in
milk usually depend on the type of antibiotic targeted,
the expected time limitations, selectivity and its cost.
T hese methods that are used for the measurement of
antibiotics may be qualitative and quantitative[5,6]. Overall,
three methods are identified including immunological,
microbiological and analytical techniques. The Copan test
methods are known to be the best microbial inhibitor tests
for detecting antibiotic residues[7]. The test is performed by
culturing milk samples on solidified agar plates and plates
are incubated for 3 h at 64 °C. The detection of color change
from purple to yellow resulting from the production of acid
due to bacterial activity is considered a negative test. This
test can be used to detect a wide variety of antibiotics that
include sulfonamides, tyluzyn, erythromycin, neomycin,
gentamycin and trymptuprym[7]. A study has been conducted
to compare the performance of antibiotics using diagnostic
tests such as high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC)
and expressed that it is highly sensitive results obtained
using the disk diffusion method[8].
The Copan test is an appropriate technique for detecting
antibiotic residues in milk and results obtained have been
reported to show comparable sensitivity with the HPLC.
However, the Copan test is a microbial test that is highly
sensitive against beta-lactam antibiotics, tetracycline and
sulfonamides. The principle behind the test is based on the
fact that microbial growth is prevented. Considering that
antibiotic residues in food can cause detrimental effects
on consumers, quality control of all food products for these
residues is highly imperative. This is even more important

in milk that is known to constitute a special part of human
diet based on its nutrient composition. Unfortunately, in Iran
food quality control measures are given very little attention
and it is suggested the implications on consumers may be
alarming. The objective of the current study was to monitor
antibiotic residues in pasteurized milk obtained from
factories in West Azerbaijan province, Iran.
2. Materials and methods
A total of 848 of pasteurized milk samples produced
in W est A zerbaijan province of I ran during year 2010
were collected randomly by inspectors of Food Control
Laboratories of Urmia University of Medical Sciences. The

sampling was performed according to standard procedures
set by the Institute of Standards and Industrial Research of
Iran-2836. Samples were transported on ice to the laboratory
for the control of food. They were analysed for the presence
of antibiotic residues.
2.1. Search method for antibiotic resisdues

The Copan test kit of Denmark Christian Hansen Company
was used to monitor antibiotic residues in milk. Aliquots
of 100 µL of milk samples were poured into the kit that
contained Bacillus stearothermophilus var. calidolactis
using a micro-pipette and the kits were incubated at
64.5 °C. Results were recorded after 3 h. In the absence of
antibiotic residues, microbial growth is identified. During
growth, the microorganism uses nutrients, ferments lactose
and produces lactic acid which results in a change in the
colour of the purple compound bromocresol to yellow. On
the contrary, if there are antibiotic residues Bathymodiolus
thermophilus is unable to grow and the purple colour of the
medium remains unchanged.
The color of suspected samples would be between purple
and yellowish; hence, determination of the presence of
antibiotics in these samples was not conclusive. Kit reading
guide is specified in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Kit reading guide.

Positlve result

Negative result

Portial positlve result

Portial negative result

Microplate format

Shirin Forouzan et al./Journal of Coastal Life Medicine 2014; 2(4): 297-301

2.2. Statistical analysis
In order to evaluate the data obtained, the SPSS 16 software
was used to determine significant differences between data
with One-way ANOVA. The Tukey test was used in comparing
treatment samples.

3. Results
In this study, 848 pasteurized milk samples collected from
the Urmia city were examined for the presence of antibiotic
residues. The amount of positive, suspected and negative
cases of antibiotic residues were 255, 27 and 566, respectively.
In 30% of cases antibiotic residues were observed, which
was a high percentage. Milk consumption is high, so drug
residues will impact on the health of society. Of total 848
milk samples, 30% cases were eligible for antibiotic residues.

4. Discussion
Unfortunately, in Iran many studies havn’t been performed

in conjunction with antibiotic residues in milk.
Copan test is a rapid, specific and applicable method that
is useful in regulatory and production centers. Although it
doesn’t show the level of contamination with the different
antibiotics in milk, it provides indication of the presence
of the antibiotics by inhibiting microbial growth. However,
the high sensitivity ensures that even trace amounts of
contaminating antibiotic residues are detected. It is been
shown that even 2-3 mg/L penicillin, 6-7 mg/L ampicillin
and 3-5 mg/L amoxicillin residues have been detected in
milk[9].
On the other hand, the remaining authorized amount of
antibiotics according to credible standard, is characterized
that detection limit of this test is comparable with
international standards such as CODEX. For example, the
limit rate of penicillin residues in milk according to Europe
Union and CODEX is 4 mg/L and in the American standard is
5 mg/L while detection limit of Copan test for penicillin is
less than or equal to this amount. The ampicillin detection
limit of the test is identical with the Europe Standard and
this is similar with the other antibiotics.
Copan test is validated in scientifically reports that it is
able to detect these compounds within the maximum residue
limit with very small quantity[9].
The results of conducted researches about the efficiency
of Copan test in the diagnosis of various antibiotics in milk
have also confirmed the above mentioned. In a study which
investigated the performance of Copan and Delve tests in
the diagnosis of specific antibiotics in milk, it was reported
that both tests can recognize penicillin, keloksasillin,
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sulfomethazin, cephalexin and gentamicin in equal or less
than the detection limit of Europe Unions standard[10]. They
introduced both experiments, simple, practical and efficient
to provide Europe Unions conditions. The results of this
study showed that on average 30.14 percent of the samples of
pasteurized milk produced in the West Azerbaijan province
were including antibiotic residue and 3.19 percent of them
are suspected.
Copan test will be able to evaluate all of the antibiotics
together, which can be useful from nutritional and functional
view point. It is possible that several specific types of
antibiotics and other inhibitors exist in milk. However, the
concentration of each of these compounds in less than the
maximum amount is allowed, but when combined together
they can be harmful to health. In this case, antibiotics may
be assessed by Copan test and some manufacturers have
designed the kits that can detect the presence of residual
antibiotics in maximum residue limit[10].
Some studies have been conducted in Iran to determine
the level of antibiotic residues in milk[11]. The results of a
previous study indicated that 1.7% of sheep milk contained
antibiotic residues and this was considered to be low[11].
Study of Addison and Webb in Trinidad showed that
10.8 percent of sheep’s milk were containing antibiotic
residues[12].
In a study by Ghidini et al. in Italy on residual betalactam antibiotics in cow’s milk, lactam antibiotic residues
were detected in the samples[13]. In general, antibiotic
residues in developed countries are often found in the milk
of animals that have been treated with excessive doses,
while in developing countries and third world countries
due to lack of milk and meat withholding period after the
use of antibiotics and other animal drugs, in most cases the
antibiotics residues and animal drugs are observed[14].
Justification in high presence of the contaminated samples
can be expressed in the dairy industry. Healthy raw milk
without antibiotics and preservatives are usually used to
produce fermented dairy products like yogurt, butter milk
and cheese.
Studies by Žvirdauskienė and Šalomskienė compared the
the tests such as LPT, MaI-1, Copan, Valio T 101, Penzym S,
β-STAR, SNAP and ROSA tests showed that the Copan test was
simple to use and interpret, had a long shelf life and was
sensitive to all β-lactams[15]. Since the dairy factories rely
on milk for production of yogurt and cream and dairy from
the very first, thus milk containing antibiotics can cause
economic losses. Our results show that Copan test is a rapid
test and can be applied to detect antibiotic contamination in
milk.
M ilk is an important food and existing of antibiotic
residues in milk in long-term will bring many disadvantages,
especially the rapid rise of resistant pathogens. Also some
investigated milk is the majority brand in the market.
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Nowadays, food safety is given little attention. Concerns
should be arised in the Food Safety Management Department

regarding the presence of antibiotics in livestocks and
pasteurized milk production.
The use of antimicrobials is to prevent the creation of a
solution of the chemical residues of antibiotics[16-27].
In developed countries, antibiotics residues are often seen
in dairy cattle that are treated with excessive doses while in
developing and third world countries, in most instances, the
remains can be seen in animal drugs due to lack of time to
avoid milk and meat consumption of antibiotics and other
animal drugs.
N owadays, it is recommended that the sensitivity of
laboratory methods used must be enough to protect the
health of consumers with determining the upper limit of
acceptable level of antibiotics. In our study, we found Copan
test has high sensitivity and it is a reliable method for
monitoring antibiotic residues in milk.
The recommended continuous controls instead of temporary
and case control are enforced for detecting microbial growth
inhibitors and antibiotics in milk collecting centers and in
livestock and dairy factories.
Given the importance of monitoring antibiotic residues
in milk, Copan test is suitable method for the detection of
antibiotic residues in pasteurized milk.
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Comments
Background
A ntibiotics are agents which are produced by
microorganisms as secondary metabolites and low
concentrations of these substances can destroy bacteria by
affecting some metabolic or structural elements that required
for survival. Uncontrolled use of antibiotics for treatment
and prevention of diseases, do not only compromise the
time needed for these drugs to be excreted in faeces by the
animal but may also facilitate the progression of antibiotics
to milk and the environment. The presence of antibiotic

residues in milk may result in allergies in humans, and
in the long run may facilitate the development of resistant
bacteria pathogens. Moreover, the presence of resistant
strains usually poses severe health consequences on humans
and huge burden to medical profession. It is therefore
important to determine the occurrence of these metabolites
in food products and the environment.
Research frontiers
This study was designed to determine the occurrence
of antibiotic residues in milk and therefore indirectly
evaluate the potential of these products in developing and
transmitting resistant isolates to humans. This usually has
huge medical and therapeutic implications. Despite the fact
that a lot of effort is put into screening bacterial pathogens
for antibiotic resistant genes, little is done to screen both
food products and water for the presence of antibiotic
residues.
Related reports
The Materials and methods section was well addressed
and any other suggestions have been introduced. However,
the authors showed adequate link between their work and
previous studies.
Innovations and breakthroughs
The method used was a simple test that was straight and
easy to follow. I strongly suggest that in future organisms
should be cultured from these samples and their antibiotic
resistant profiles be determined. T he identities of the
isolates can later be determined using some molecular
methods.
Applications
It is known that uncontrolled use of antibiotics results
in contamination with residues in the environment. This is
evident from information obtained in literature. Given the
fact that waste water from hospitals and farmlands in which
antibiotics are used as growth promoters, considerable
efforts have been made to demonstrate the occurrence of
antibiotic residues in milk and therefore indicate the health
risks associated with the consumption of these products.
Although this serves a baseline study, it is suggested that the
investigation should be improved to cover a larger sample
scale and should involve a number of detection methods.
Peer review
The information presented in the study indicates the
relevance of antibiotic contamination. The design of the
study was good and the method used for investigation was
appropriate, easy to follow and was able to achieve the
intended goals.
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different microbial and rapid tests for determining inhibitors in

References

milk. Food Control 2007; 18(5): 541-547.

[1] Stalker AA, Brinkman UA. Analytical strategies for residue

[16] Ullah MO, Haque M, Urmi KF, Zulfiker AH, Anita ES, Begum M,

food-producing animals-a review. J Chromatogr A 2005; 1067:

of methanolic extracts of fourteen different edible vegetables

[2] West Azerbaijan Province Agricultural Organization. Hormones

[17] Sulaiman GM, Mohammed WH, Marzoog TR, Al-Amiery AA,

analysis of veterinary drugs and growth-promoting agents in

15-53.

and antibiotics residue. West Azerbaijan, Iran: West Azerbaijan

et al. Anti-bacterial activity and brine shrimp lethality bioassay
from Bangladesh. Asian Pac J Trop Biomed 2013; 3(1): 1-7.

K adhum AA , M ohamad AB . G reen synthesis, antimicrobial

Province Agricultural Organization; 2000.

and cytotoxic effects of silver nanoparticles using Eucalyptus

antimicrobials in food animals. Geneva: WHO; 1997.

58-63.

[3] World Health Organization. The medical impact of the use of

chapmaniana leaves extract. Asian Pac J Trop Biomed 2013; 3(1):

[4] Mitsuhashi S. Drug resistance in bacteria: history, genetics and

[18] Dubey D, Rath S, Sahu MC, Rout S, Debata NK, Padhy RN, et

[5] P opelka D , N agy J , P opelka P , M arcinčák S , R óżanska H ,

resistance of Staphylococcus aureus isolated from a teaching

and liquid chromatography technique for penicillin residue

[19] A l M omani WM , T aha ZA , A jlouni AM , A bu S haqra QM , A l

biochemistry. J Int Med Res 1993; 21: 1-14.

Sokol J. Comparison of sensitivity of various screening assays

detection in milk. Bull Vet Inst Pulawy 2004; 48: 273-276.

[6] Popelka P, Nagy J, Popelka P, Sokol J, Hajurka J, Cabadaj R,

et al. Comparison of various methods for penicillin residue

detection in cow milk after intra mammary and parenteral
treatment. Bull Vet Inst Pulawy 2003; 47: 203-209.

[7] N aves P , W illiams G . M onitoring antibiotics in milk: T he

al. A report on infection dynamics of inducible clindamycin
hospital in India. Asian Pac J Trop Biomed 2013; 3(2): 148-153.

Zouby M, Nicholas RA. A study of in vitro antibacterial activity

of lanthanides complexes with a tetradentate Schiff base ligand.

Asian Pac J Trop Biomed 2013; 3(5): 367-370.

[20] Rahman MA, Islam MS. Antioxidant, antibacterial and cytotoxic

effects of the phytochemicals of whole Leucas aspera extract.
Asian Pac J Trop Biomed 2013; 3(4): 273-279.

changing world of test methods. G ermany: N ugi- Z entrum;

[21] Anagaw B, Gezachew M, Biadgelgene F, Anagaw B, Geleshe

fileadmin/website_uni_ulm/nugi/Experimente/%C3%96kologie/

Streptococcus pneumoniae over 6 years at Gondar University

1999 . [ O nline] A vailable

from: http://www.nugi-zentrum.de/

Antibiotika-Nachweis/Neaves.pdf. [Accessed on January 28,
2013]

T, Taddese B, et al. Antimicrobial susceptibility patterns of

Hospital, Northwest Ethiopia. Asian Pac J Trop Biomed 2013;

3(7): 536-541.

[8] Abbasi MM, Nemati M, Babaei H, Ansarin M, Ashraf-O-Sadat

[22] Wahab Nusaiba SA, Murugan K. In vitro analysis on bactericidal

tetracycline residues in edible cattle tissues using an HPLC-FL

of Thottea siliquosa (Lam.) Ding Hou. An ethnobotanical plant.

N. Solid-phase extraction and simultaneous determination of

method. Iran J Pharm Res 2012; 11(3): 781-787.

[9] Senyk GF, Davidson JH, Brown JM, Hallstead ER, Sherborn JW.

Comparison of rapid test used to detect antibiotic residues in

milk. J Food Prot 1990; 53: 158-164.

[10] Le Breton ML, Savoy-Perroud MC, Diserens JM. Validation and

comparison of the Copan Milk Test and Delvotest SP-NT for
the detection of antimicrobials in milk. Anal Chim Acta 2007;

586(1-2): 280-283.

[11] Y amaki M , B erruga MI , A lthaus RL , M olina MP , M olina A .

screening and antioxidant potentiality of leaf and root extracts
Asian Pac J Trop Biomed 2013; 3(11): 859-865.

[23] Khan AV, Ahmed QU, Shukla I, Khan AA. Antibacterial activity
of leaves extracts of Trifolium alexandrinum L inn. against

pathogenic bacteria causing tropical diseases. Asian Pac J Trop
Biomed 2012; 2(3): 189-194.

[24] R akholiya K , C handa S . In vitro interaction of certain

antimicrobial agents in combination with plant extracts against
some pathogenic bacterial strains. Asian Pac J Trop Biomed

2012; 2(Suppl 2): S878-S880.

Occurrence of antibiotic residues in milk from Manchega ewe

[25] Kalayou S, Haileselassie M, Gebre-Egziabher G, Tiku’e T, Sahle

[12] A desiyun AA , W ebb LA , B albirsingh V . P revalence of

of some ethnoveterinary medicinal plants traditionally used

dairy farms, J Dairy Sci 2004; 87: 3132-3137.

antimicrobial residues in preprocessed and processed cow’s
milk in Trinidad. J Food Saf 1997; 16: 301-310.

[13] Ghidini S, Zanardi E, Varisco G, Chizzolini R. Prevalence of
molecules of β-lactam antibiotics in boevine milk in Lombardia
and Emilia Romagna (Italy). Ann Fac Medic Vet Di Parma 2002;

22: 245-252.

[14] McEwen SA, Black WD, Meek AH. Antibiotic residues (bacterial

inhibitory substances) in the milk of cows treated under label
and extra-label conditions. Can Vet J 1992; 33: 527-534.

[15] Renata Žvirdauskienė, Joana Šalomskienė. An evaluation of

S, Taddele H, et al. In-vitro antimicrobial activity screening

against mastitis, wound and gastrointestinal tract complication

in Tigray Region, Ethiopia. Asian Pac J Trop Biomed 2012; 2(7):
512-522.

[26] Bahmani M, Vakili Saatloo N, Maghsoudi R, MomtazH, Saki K,

Kazemi-Ghoshchi B, et al. A comparative study on the effect of

ethanol extract of wild Scrophularia deserti and streptomycin on

Brucellla melitensis. J HerbMed Pharmacol 2013; 2(1): 17-20.

[27] Ghasemi Pirbalouti A, Bahmani M, Avijgan M. Anti-Candida

activity of some of the Iranian medicinal plants. Electron J Biol
2009; 5(4): 85-88.

