Journal of Coastal Life Medicine 2014; 2(7): 579

579

Journal of Coastal Life Medicine
journal homepage: www.jclmm.com
Document heading

doi:10.12980/JCLM.2.201414B39

High prevalence of consanguineous
Constant Spring in Vietnam

襃 2014

by the Asian Pacific Journal of Tropical Biomedicine. All rights reserved.

marriage in a hot foci of hemoglobin

1*

Nguyen Van Hoa

, Viroj Wiwanitkit2

Department of Epidemiology, Faculty of Public Health, Hue College of Medicine and Pharmacy, Hue, Vietnam

1

Hainan Medical University, Hainan, China

2

To the editor,
S ir, the problem of hemoglobin C onstant S pring
( H b C onstant S pring )

is still a big problem in tropical
I ndochina. T he high prevalence can be seen in this
area. According to a recent study by Nguyen VH et al.,
the very prevalence on Hb Constant Spring can be seen
in the minorities in remote villages of N am D ong in
Central Vietnam[1]. The observed rate is about 26.2%[1],
which is significant higher than previous reports among
other populations in Indochina[2,3]. The cause of the high
prevalence among these minorities is very interesting.
As a genetic disease, the problem might be due to the
consanguineous marriage. I n C entral V ietnam, the
rate of consanguineous marriage among the C o- T u is
1 . 8 % , according to manual report in V ietnamese ( 2012 )
from D epartment of P opulation A nd F amily P lanning,
T hua T hien H ue health service. H owever, in the N am
D ong, the prevalence of consanguineous marriage in
the communes in the previous indexed study is about
5% (data at 5 communes were collected for this study[1].
A s a remote communities of the minorities, the high
prevalence of consanguineous marriage might be a
factor contributing to high prevalence of H b C onstant
S pring in this area. A nother interesting information is
most of the local C o- T u people who live in C o- T u at
present have marriages with L aosian during V ietnam
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W ar and come back after the war ( year 1975 ) . H ence,

this might be a clear picture reflecting that the high
prevalence can be seen in the remote communities
without cross marriage to the people from other areas.
Conflict of interest statement
We declare that we have no conflict of interest.
References

[1] N guyen VH , S anchaisuriya K , W ongprachum K , N guyen

MD , P han TT , V o VT , et al. H emoglobin C onstant S pring

is markedly high in women of an ethnic minority group

in V ietnam: a community-based survey and hematologic

features. Blood Cells Mol Dis 2014; doi: 10.1016/
j.bcmd.2013.12.002.

[2] Laig M, Pape M, Hundrieser J, Flatz G, Sanguansermsri T,

D as BM , et al. T he distribution of the H b constant spring

gene in Southeast Asian populations. Hum Genet 1990; 84(2):

188-190.

[3] Hsia YE, Ford CA, Shapiro LJ, Hunt JA, Ching NS. Molecular

screening for haemoglobin constant spring. Lancet 1989 ;
1(8645): 988-991.

Article history:
Received 27 Jan 2014
Received in revised form 18 Feb, 2nd revised form 23 Mar, 3rd revised form 18 Apr 2014
Accepted 20 May 2014
Available online 17 Jun 2014

